Spontaneous nonfistulous barium reflux into the biliary tract: association with duodenal ulcer disease. A report of four cases.
Reflux of barium into the bile duct system during a barium study of the upper gastrointestinal tract is rare in the absence of spontaneous or postoperative fistula. We report four patients, three men and one woman, who had such reflux, associated with active duodenal ulcer disease, shown at radiologic and endoscopic investigation. Reflux of gastrointestinal contents into the biliary tract can result from peptic ulcer disease with duodenal involvement. The finding does not necessarily imply fistulous communication, ulcer perforation, or surgical emergency.